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To the Right Hononrable 


ELIZABETH, 
Counteſs of DERBY> 


Groom of the Stole to her late Majeſty, Ge. 


Madam, 


He many undeſerved favours I have 
 receryed from your Ladyſhip, and the 
dependance which I have npon your 
Illuftrious Brother, exait the largeſt acknow- 
ledements that T am capable of making, and 
give you @ juſt title to whatever I can call 
| —_ mine : 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
mine + But. . you have ſtill a mort peculiay 
right to the ms Diſcourſe, which wat 
preached and publiſhed by your expreſs com- 
mand, occaſioned by that loſs in which you 
ſhare ſo greatly, and deſigned to aſſwage that 
exceſſrve Sorrow, which a refleffion upon it was 
to0 apt #0 excite,.m ſ0Zru?' a Mourner as your. 
Ladyſhip. T queſtion not, but that greatneſs of 
Sonl;- and firmmeſs of Adind,' which are na. 
tural to the blood from which you are deſcend. 
ed, together with that exemplary and unaffet- 
ed Piety, which recommended you to the 
Friendſhip of the beſt of Princeſſes, will 
now give you their Aſſiſtance when you 
moſt need it ; and enable you to ſupport that 
Tr,yal with moderation, which would oppreſs a 
weaker Courage, and break a Spirit leſs re. 
figned. For your Ladyſhip has not ſo leaxn- 
ed Chriſt, as to ftruggle ineffeftually undes 
the Croſs, when be is plea ed to layit mm. 


or to think, that infinite Wiſdom ani unbound: 
ed 


Epiſtle Dedicatory:. 
ed Goodneſs can deal hardly by us, let thetem- 
ptations which encompaſs us be never ſo great; 
fuch indeed was that unſpeakable affli#ion, 
with which God has lately been pleaſed to wiſit 
xs : the ſudden and unexpetted loſs of a Prin- 
ceſs, who was not only the dclight of the 
Eycs, but the Joy too of. the Hearts of 
all her Subjets ; a Princeſs whoſe Charatter I 
dare not attempt, for fear of leſſening it , in 
whom the Cmjugal affetion of the firſt Ed.- 
ward's Elcanor, the undaunted magnanimi- 


ty of the third Edward's Philippa, with the 


- 


Religious Zeal, and prudent Government of 
our Ne famous Elizabeth, were happily unt- 
ted and improved ; and to whom King Le- 
mucl's Eulog y might juſtly be applied, Ma- 
ny Daughters have done Vertuouſlly , 
but thou cxcelleſt them all. But whither 
1s my indiſcreet Zeal tranſporting me ? faint- 
ly to enumerate ſome few of thoſe Graces, 
with which your Lady/hip were ſo intimately ac. 
| quainted, 


Epiſtk - Dedicatory. 

quainted, mn all their Variety: and\Perfetion.?. 
Ady preſent buſmeſs i that of a 7 res , 
not a Condoler . Andif the following diſcourſe 
can furniſh your Ladyſhip, with ſome Wea- 
pons to combate the greatneſs of your Grief, 
( which in ſuch Hantls cannot but be ſucceſs- 
ful) it will highly contribute to the joy and 
ſatesfattion, F 
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v1 39s Madam, 


Your Ladylhips moſt 'Obedient, and © 
' . moſt Obliged Humble Servant, . 


N. Br ah, 


James I. 2. 


My Brethren, count it all joy, when ye fall 
into-arvers tempt ations. 


Ec the ſharpneſs and ſeverity of our late at- 
fliction, which is not confined within the 
bounds of theſe Kingdoms, but ſheds its influ- 
ence over the greateſt part of Chriſtendom, and 
takes them in for our Fellow-mourners ; ) Leſt 
this (I fay) ſhould tempt us tro murmur and re- 
pine, to exceed the juſt bounds of moderation 
and prudence, and to quarrel at the unſcarchable 
diſpcenſations of an all-good and all-wiſe Provi- 
dence ;. 1 have therefore choſen to eritertain you 
at the preſent, with ſome ſuch ſcaſonable and uſe- 
ful meditations,as may direct us to be calic under 
the molt gricvous circumttances; and by a happy 
kind ofChriſtianAlchymy,to turnJudgments them- 
ſclycs intoBlefdings.And indeed, there 1s nothing in 
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which men are more generally miſtaken, than in 
the wrong Notions they ufually entertain, con- 
cerning the various diſpenſations of Providence 
in this world : becauſe Profperity carries with 1t 
preſent Satisfaction and is ſet off with a l:ttleTinſel. 
bravery, they are apt to magnifie and admire it; 
and are as prone to decry- and vilife Adverſity, 
becauſe 1t is accompanied with ſome ſenſible un- 
caſineſſes, and has no gay Pageantry to recom- 
mend it, Whilſt men will thus take up with 
outſides and appearances, and ſuffer their Fudg- 
ments only to play upon the furface of things, 
it will be hard to perfwade them, That the for- 
mer of theſe is commonly a ſnare, being tollow. 
e&d by a train of moſt dangerous conſequences. 
and that the Jatter is frequently a Blefling, being 
happily attended with confiderableAdyantages: Yee 
to him that examines things calmly and imparrt;- 
ally, this ſeeming Paradox will be cyidently made 
out ; and the Apoſtle will appear to have very 
good grounds, for cxhorting all Chriſtians to 
rejoyce and triumph, when they find chemſelyes 
cncompaſled with manifold aftlictions ; not only 
to undergo them with ſuch a ſtedfaft firmneſs 


and ſerenity of mind, as fone of the Heathen. 
| Philo- 
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Phuloſophers applauded and artairted to ; but tb 
carry their Reſignation to a pitch much higher, 
eo which nothing but Chriſtianity could ever yet 
arrive, by finding juft matter of Joy and Con- 
folation, in thoſe miſconſtrued occaſions of Sot- 
row and uneafinefs : My Brethren, fays he, count 
it all joy, when ye fall into divers temptations. 

The words afford us this ſingle propotition, 
which I deſign for the fabje&t of my following : 
Diſcourſe, namely, That wharfocyer aftlictons 
may at-any time befall us, if 'we'confider them 
duly as 'Chriftians ſhould do, they” afford ut 
matter 'of Joy and' Conſolation. 

The' truth of this affertion will undeniably ap+ 
pear, from thefe rhree' following conſiderations. 

Firſt, From the Natate of our Temptations or 
Aﬀictions. 

Secondly, From Gods deſign 'in Expofing us 

co thei. wi 
Thirdly; *From'the Conſequences which arrend 
them. . 
' Firſt Then, from the Nature of our Tempta- 
tions or Afﬀictions it will cvidently appear, thac 
whenſveyer they betall us, if we conſider 'them 
A 2 duly, 
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duly, as Chriſtians ſhould do, they afford jatt 
matter of. Joy and Conſolation. | 
Indeed, if we are unaſliſted by Grace and Re- 
ligion, if we arc left to our ſelves to wreſtle with 
afflictions, the Natural Man is unable of himſelf 
to extract Honey out of Wormwood, or to make 
ſuch Bitter Potions become ſweet and palatable , 
bur if we bring them co the Bar of Religion, and 
try them by the Laws and Maxims of Chriſtiani- 
ty, we ſhall find all their uncafinefs. to drop off 
and fall away, and to be happily ſucceeded by 
comfort and ſatisfaction; All thoſe troubles and 
afflictions which touch men moſt ſenſibly, and 
are the moſt likely means to diſturb and diſcom- 
poſc them, may be-reducedfunder theſe {1x heads ; 
The Lofs of Reputation, the Loſs of Riches, 
the Loſs of Liberty, the Loſs of Friends or of 
Relations, the-Loſs of Health, and the Loſs. of 
Life: Under theſe may be comprehended all 
manner of Temptations ; andif we examin them 
ſcyerally and diſtin&tly, we ſhall ſee this Doctrine 
yerified in. cach- particular of them, that they 
afford us juft matter of Joy and Conſolation. 
1. Then as to the Loſs of Reputation; Thus 
indced is looked upon by the Natural Man, as a 
| very 
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yery ſharp and gricyous nusfortune ; it makes 
him mean and -contemptible in the eyes of the 
World, © to .which he chiefly deſires to recoms- 
mend and;-approve :kimflt; -it expoſes him- to 
{kghts and diſreſpe&s.; - all men ſhun and avoid 
his ſociety, as if his-Infamy were infectious, and 
think-1t baſe and ſcandalous to be ſeen to converſe 
with him : he is the common theme of abuſive 
Tongues, the mark of malicious Eyes, and the 
putting forth of the finger 5 and the beſt that he 
can hope for, 1s,to;be fo far. deſpiſed,as at length 
to be. forgotten and, diſregarded: Thus is a: con» 
dition which ſeems ſo deplorable, . that: we- haye 
reaſon to call Chriſtianity to our aid, to, enable 
us to ſupport.it;wath apny- tolerable ſatisfaction 3 
but how ſoon will that plain all the roughneſs 
and unevennels, . and make this rugged proſpe& 
appear,.ſmpoth; and level }-..That will repreſent to 
us, \Fhat. Credit and Reputation inthis world, are 
generally the portion of the children of it. 3 That: 
if we, were, of this world, the world would love us,and 
ſpeak, well. of us-z That all the malicious Reflections: 
it can caſt upon..us, are but ſo. many proofs of our: 
eſtrangement from it ; and ſhall we then be ſor-- 
ry, that. the lot: is fallen to us in a fairer ground; 
| aud 
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and that we are entitled'v0 4 mote goodly heritage 
For this very reaſon it is, that our Saviour com- 
mands us t0 rejoyce and be exceeding glad; when 
men xevile us and perſecuts us with their” Tongues, 
and. ſprak all manner of evil agdinſt us, "becauſe 
this was the condition of good men ir all ages, 
fo dealt they with the Prophets which were before us ; 
a-Chriſtian will confider when he -1s thus affli&ts 
ed, that he either ſuffers by his own faulec, or 
by that of others ; if by his o*#n, he may be 
ſorry for his fault, - but ought to rcjoyee and tr1- 
umph in his ſuffermgs ; ſmee thefe are? his at- 
ronements to -God for his offences, and "the 
means of removing his anger from him ; tf his 
Credit 1s” impaired - by the fault--of others, ' he 
wilt pity and forgive his malicious Enemics, and 
rejoyce in the opportunity of excrcifing his Cha« 
rity-z-were he too-much: wedded t&/ worldly ap- 
plauſc, ir'might engage him to-corforne himſelf to 
the: faſhions of this world, ro make Fame and 
Repuration the end of his attons, and: to termi-' 
nate: his defires and 'expe&tatrons there; \and there-" 
fore he has all imaginable reaſon tore oye, that 
the world does not ufe him well enough to make” 
hin grow fond of it 5 he will fatisfic himſelf 
Rt with 
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with the-fenſe of !his- own 'Innocency, till God: 
fall think firro:vihdicate! his'Reparation ; - and 
(hall : eſtabliſh his Credit with his own Zxge, 
with a well done good and faithfal Servant, before 
the whole Theatre. of Heaven and Earth. Thus 
wilt:the good Chriſtian comfort himſelf undet 
the Loſs of Reputation , ' rejoycing in the mean 
time that he is made like unto his Saviour, who 
was deſpiſed and rejefed, flander'd and reyiled; 
yet cheartully comnminted himſelf to God, who 
judges Righteouſly. But 

Secondly, As to the Loſs of Riches : Theſe 
are much dearcr-ro moft: men than their Rept» 
tation, and therefore the loſs of them is more 
redious and infupportable. To theſe the Natu- 
ral man 1s indebted for all the pleaſures and'ton- 
venicncies of Life; for the gratifying of his 
Sences, and the pleafing of his Luſts ; and for 
ſuch a man to. be deprived of his wealth, is to 
loſe that upon. which: he has his-only'reliance, 
for making hs Lite comfortable and' deligtieful'; 
this is the purchaſer of all his Enjoyments, - the 
grand--purveyor. that - makes” proviſion for ' the 
fleſh. 3 neuher- can”: feaſt his appetites, nor 
kcep up. his grandeur, nor prelerye his eſteem, 
if, 


GD, 
if this great ſupport of them all be once remo- 
ved : The Epicure muſt faſt frem this delightful 
Entertainments, -and the--profuſe Indulging of 
his ſenſual appetites...) the, Ambwious' muſt 'be 
ſtripped of-his niymerous Train, and the expe&t- 
mg. croud:of iþarc-headed Clients ;_ the Vairr.glo- 
rious muſt part with his darling Applauſe, 'and 
that Incenſe of Praiſe which was offtcred daily : 
All theſe were,” the inſeparable Companions of 
ther Riches, and therefore. will not fail tro drop 
off with them : and how miſcrable muſt the 
condition of that man be, who has no- taſte of 
any plcaſures-but what this world affords, and is 
at once diſpoſleſled of all the Enjoyments of it ! 
. But if we turn the Perſpe&tive, and look upon 
Riches. with the Eye of. a Chriſtian, how lictle 
will theſe magnified objects then appear,and how 
truly will they ſhrink to their own narrow dimen- 
ſions ! He puts not his truft in uncertain Riches, 
and therefore; Joſes net. his dependance when 
they:;make themſelves wings to fly away from him ; 
he conſiders that they are nothing but a little 
Eaith, which the Sun has -put a-price upon by 
giving it a colour ; that they are clogs and in- 
cumbranccs to the aſpiring Soul, which cannot 
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ſo cafily, take 1s flight, and raiſe it felt to Hea- 
yen,.- with ſo much drofs about «: he is glad 
that he 1s freed from thoſe grand incentives to 
carnal pleaſures, thoſe harbingers of Sin, and in- 
truments of Deſtruction ; That the ſnare 1s re- 
moved which 1s ſo uſually an occaſion of falling 3 
and that wealth placed out of his reach, which is 
oftentimes laid out to -buy Repentance : If his 
Table ts adorned leſs plentituily or artificially, 
he 15 thereby leſs liable tro intemperance 'and ex- 
cc ; if the croud of viſitants 1s not fo great as 
formerly, he is thereby leſs expoſed to Vanity and 
Pride; it he finds leſs reſpe&t paid him now than 
before, he thereby learns how flight a foundation 
the worldling builds upon, and is taught to en- 
deayour at more durable advantages: Thus does 
he make his loſs beneficial to him, by improving 
in Godlineſs, which is the greateſt gain ; he has 
learned (with the Apoſtle) in whatſoever fate be is, 
therewith to be content ; and therctore &nows how 
to be abaſed, as well as how to abound ; how to ſuſſer 
need, as well as how to be full : in 4 word, he'can 
bleſs the Lord with Jeb, tor reducing him to that 
itatc, in which he came into the world,. and in which 
he muſt go out of it 3. and, who, by withdrawing: 
B 


he 
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the conveniencics and advantages of this Life, has 
happily obliged him to contend for a better. But 

Thirdly, As to the Lofs of Liberty : Repurat:- 
on and Riches are things independent of us, and 
for which we muſt be beholding to fomething 
without us ; but Liberty is the Birthright of eyc- 
ry man, we bring our title to it into the world 
with us, and the loſs of it is a moſt ſenfible af. 
fliction, to him that conſiders 1t as a Natural 
Man. To be ſhut up from all delightful ſociety, 
and to conyerſe- with nothing but Walls and 
Grates ; to forego all our plcating Aflignations, 
our diyertive Journeys and entertaining Walks ; 
to be wholly confin'd to the narrow proſpect 
which a Priſon window can afford us, and to be 
blind in a manner to all the world beſides ; to 
ſee no gratcful yiciſhrude of Seafons, no chear- 
ful variety of the works of Nature : Nay, per- 
haps to be Fetter'd and Chaind down to the 
ground, -as if we were one piece with the Earth 
we lie upon, and were growing again to Our ori- 
ginal Clod. Theſe are conſiderations ſufficient 
to diſtract any one, that is not furniſhed with 
the afſiſtanccs of Grace and Religion ; bur let us 
xcfcct upon them according to their Dictares, 
and 
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and we ſhall find the caſe to be very different : : 
Thoſe Walls and Bars which ſhut in the Chriſtian, 
ſhur out the' temptations. and allurements of the 
World , and are rather his defences than impe- 
dimentrs ; to him, his Priſon js his bulwark, that 
ſecures him from thoſe enemics, which would 
elſe preſs in upon him; his mind, whole freedom 
he only values, enyoy's by this a greater liberty ; 
it has nothing to obſtruct, or to divert its flight, 
but can range in contemplation, without the leaſt 
diſturbance ; his Body indeed 1s ſhackled and 
confined but does not that itſelf fetter and tye up 
his Soul ? and therefore he that has put that under 
reſtraint, has only made a priſoner of his Goaler. 
How well may he rejoyce, that his time is all his 
own, thar he 1sfreed from the neceſſity of imper- 
tinent viſits, from the dangerous temptations of 
idle Company, and has Iciſure to take himſelf to 
rask without any interruption, and to try and 
cxamine the very bottom of his Heart ! how in- 
timate a communion may he keep up with God, 
who js ſecured againſt all things that may with- 
draw him from it! and how happily may he con- 
vert a Dungeon to a Temple, by making it the 
houfe of Prayer and of Prailcs, and having it con- 
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ſtantly Illuminated with the hght of Gods coun- 
tenance / Thus will the Chriſtian turn'this aflicti- 
on into matter of Joy ; ſince the confinement of 
his Body 1s the enfranchiſement of his Soul, and 
gives that opportunity to act with greater free- 
dom. Burt. 

Fourthly, as to the Loſs. of Friends and Re- 
lations. This is a Calamity extremely piercing, 
and which ſeems to juſtifie a ſenſible concern ; 
| becauſe it appears to act generoutl; on the ac- 
count of others, and does not openly diſcover 
that Principle of Sclf- Love, to which however ic 
truly owes its beginning : When this atfliction 
ſurprizes the Natural Man, he judges himlelf 
without Comfort, becauſe without Remedy; loſt 
Reputarion may be re-eſtabliſhed, loſt Riches may 
be Recovered, loſt Liberty may be Regained, 
but the loſs of a Friend or Dear Relation, is be- 
yond all poſſibility of being Rerrieycd. Muſthe 
never more enjoy that dcelighttul converſation, 


that. agreeable commerce and famuliarity with. 


his Friend * Shali he never more be blefled with 
the tender careſles of his careful and indulgent 
Parents > Muſt he for ever be baniſhed from the 
charming ſocicty of his Wife, and the pretty dal- 

lances 
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{rances of his hopeful Children? are they paſled 
mto the: Land from whence they never muſt re- 
turn? and has the inexecrable Grave ſhut its 
Mouth, upon them for ever ? thus will he com- 
plam in che anguiſh of his Soul; who has no" ©- 
ther Antidotes againſt ſo great a miſery, but what 
bare humane reaſon is capable of adminiltring ; 
he ſecs nothing beyond theGrave; Death and che 
Pit terminate his proſpect , and' therefore make 
up an object allblack and melancholly.- Bucthe 
Chriſtian, whoſe Eye can pierce much farcher , 
who can look through this Darkneſs into the laut 
of Light, conſiders his departed Friends with joy 
and fatisfaction : He knows they ' have got the 
better of the exchange, by being taken our of a 
miſerable World, to-be admitted into a ſtate of: 
Happineſs and Perte&tion ; he prefers their: ad- 
vantage before his own enjoyments, and rcjoyces: 
at their removal into bliſs, tho he pavs dearly for 
it by his own want of them; he looks upon'them 
as ſo many Harbingers which are. gone - betore. 
bim to prepare his way ; he longs 70 be diſſolved, 
and t6 go 10 Chriſt and them, but'' cannot be fo 
ſelfiſh or uncharitable, as to wiſh them back a- 
gain with hin; he 1s. glad that his Companion 
Is 
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is in a better Society, and that his Friend is. pre- 
ferr'd into an Angel 3 hc confiders that they are 
got out of the. priſon of the Fleſh, and cannor 
repine at their Relcaſement, tho he is ſtill forced 
to drag.the Chain, and bear about him his carch- 
ly Fetters ; he has nothing ſo Dear, which he can- 
not reſign to God, or which he can deſire to be 
better. diſpoſed of ; he reflefts upon the mortality 
of their condition, and by daily meditating that 
they miuſt once dyc,he is cnabled to acquieſce in 
it whenſoeverit happens : And ſince he 1s certain 
| thatGad orderseyery thing for the beſt, he chear. 
fully 'fubmits to his diſpenfations, and joyfully 
concurs with the workings of his Providence, © 
Thus will the Chriſtian comfort himſelf, for the 
lo6 of his Fricads or his dear Relations, by - con- 
ſidering that they are in the hands of a merciful 
Creator, and letting his own loſs be ſwallowed up 
in-thc! juſt conſideration of their advantage. But 

Fifrhly, as to the Loſs. of Health. This :is an 
Atiction of ſuch cxtraordinary ſharpneſs, that it 
was reſerved by the Tempter, as his laſt Engine, - 
to batter down the conſtancy of righteous Fob ; 
when he had ſtood the loſs of his Subſtance, and 
Relations with an unſhaken paticnce, yet this he 

ſuppoſed 
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fuppoſed would ſhock his Reſolution: Skin for 
shin, favs he, yea all that a man hath will he give 
for his Life ; but put forth thy Hand now, and touch 
his Bone and his Fleſh, and he will curſe thee to thy 
Face, And indeed 'this maxime (tho uttered by 
the Father of lies,) carries too much truth with 
it in Relation ro the natural man; for, can any 
obje&t be more lamentable, than to ſee ſuch a 
one confined to his ſick Bed ? to ſce all outward 
Comforts withdrawn from him, and nothing 
within to ſupport or ſuſtain him? when his very 
Bed becomes a Rack, and he -lies there, as if 
ftretcht upon the Engine of his Torture z when 
an Ague chills his Blood, and turns it into lficles, 
or a Feycr makes it glow like Liquid Fire ; when 
his Body is coyercd over with Rottenneſs and 
Purrcefa&tion, and Coruption has taken poſleffion 
of it on this ſide the Grave! how will he then 
roar for the diſquietneſs of his Soul, and knows 
not whether to apply him(clf for Eaſe and Re- 
freſhment! Comfort 1s as much a ſtranger to his 
hearc, as ſleep is to his eves; and the words of 
conſolation are as taſteleſs and inſipid, as Muſick 
to his Ears, or rich Wines to his Palate: But to 
him who has the art of fantitying aitlctions, _ 
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of breaking their force by a Chriſtian Reſignati- 
on, all things will put on another ſemblance .; 
Sickneſs, to ſuch a man, 1s but a different way of 
mortifying the fleſh, which muſt otherwiſe have 
been done by huaulation, abſtinence, and ſuch 
other methods of ſclf-denial 5 a mcans -to make 
us weary and out of conceit with this world, to 
which we are wont to be too fondly -devotcd : It 
1s a mark of Gods care and -paternal love, the 
correction of a tender and indulgent Father, a 
{ign that he has not utterly caſt us oft, but is 
wiling to draw us to him by one way or other, 
Here 1t 1s that the Chriſtian diſengages himſelf 
wholly, from the blandiſhnicnts and allurements 
of this preſent Life ; that he gets loole from eye- 
ry thing that ftands between him and heaven, 
and ſhakes off all the hinderances of his Union 
with God ; his vigorous Soul 1s juſt upon the 
wing, and waits impatzently for death to give it 
its. general diſcharge; and while he is thus pant- 
ing and longing after God, God cannot be ſup- 

poſcd to abſcnt himſelf trom him 5 he makes his 
| bed inal his ſickneſs, ſupplies with his own pre- 
ſence all. other advantages, and by the-comforta- 
ble Refrcſhungs of his Spirit, he cauſes him to hear 
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of joy and gladneſs, and makes the bones which he 
hath broken to rejoice. TheſcConfiderations wall 
ſupport the Chriſtian under the great temptation 
of ſickneſs and infirmity : Since he is then but 
treading a rougher path to happineſs, and 1s ſtill 
upon his way towards God and Heaven, ' though 
the circumſtances of the Road may be tireſome 
and uneafie. But, 

Sixthly and laſtly, As to the Loſs of Life. 
This is to the Natural Man the moſt diſtracting 
and confounding of all afflictions; it for eyer 
puts an end to all his cjoyments; 1t divorces 
him from the world, to which he 1s faſtened and 
rivetted by all the tics of Intercſt and Inclination ; 
for all the beauteous entertainments of his Senſes, 
it only preſents him with a univerſal blafik ; it 
tears him from his Poſſcfſions, his Friends; and his 
Relations z he muſt now leave all the engaging en- 
tcrtainments all the agreeable ſocieties and diverli- 
ons,to which he has been accuſtomed and familiar 
from hisCradle;and has no proſpect of any ſuitable 
compenſation for them: To ſuch a Man as this, 
Death comes arraycd in all his pomp of terror ; 
if he looks upon this world, which he is about 
co take Icaye of, he finds that he is parting with 

G - 


; (18 5 
his deareſt Companion, .the delight of all his 
ſences, and the comfort of his foul ; if he looks 
upon that world which he 1s abour to go into, 
he has made no acquaintances there, ſecured no 
intereſts, engaged no friendſhips to make his 
future abode delightful and agreeable ; if he js 
ſo ſtupid and inconfiderate, as to have no prof- 
pet of the miſery that awaits him, yer at beft 
he ſecs nothing before him, bur darkneſs and con. 
fuſion, 4 Land of Sifence, where all rhings are for- 
gotten ; But the dying Chriſtian who examins 
things duly, finds (yfficient cauſe of triumph and 
rejoycing ; he has no ſuch intimate engagements 
with the world, as may render it inſupportable 
to hing to part from it ; . he has nothing of Earch 
ro. hang heavy upon his Soul, or ' to weigh it 
downwardsto this dull center of corruption; it 
is Icng ſince that the world and he took leave of 
one another, he has a long time been dead unto 
that, having mortified his members whith were upon 
the earth; he can haye no regret for parting with 
that, of which he never entertained any tolerable 
good opinion, all whoſe advantages he hath tound 
'to be but Vanity, and all its entertainments Yex- 
ation of Spirit : Nay, he reflects upon what he 
is 
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is to leave with comfort arid ſatisfaction ; he 
parts with nothing but” an inyeterate Enemy, 
which has all-his Lifc long been endeavouring to 
deſtroy him, has ill-put ſtumbling Blocks m his 
way - to Heaven and Happineſs, and has been 
miſleading him from the Paths of cyerlafting te- 
Icy ; the: warfare is accompliſhed, the diflicul 
ris overcome, with which he has always becn 
obliged to encounter, 'and he s now going to 
receive the reward of his: labours ; he 1s lying 
down-in Peace to take his reſt, with aflurance oft 
waking to a Joyful Reſurrection ; and that King 
of Terrors appcars'no otherwile-to. him, than as 
a 'grim Meſſenger that comes upon-awetcom Er- 
rand, or a rough guſt of Wind, that blows him 
into the harbour. After this manner will the 
ſerious Chriſtian difarm - Death. at ſelf: of 1ts 
Sung and af us Tarror, by 'scflcfting on n;' as the 
paſlage out of a troubleſome World, and theen- 
trance anto Another of eternal tehonr.': .- 

Thus have we viewed the different ©: aſpects , 
whictiche ſcvcral moſt grevious Femprations put 
on, .aecording to the various wars 1 which they 
may be confidercd 5 ana. we may. fromthence 
concluae, that however frighttul they may ap- 
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pear to the natural man, yet to the choughtful 
Chriſtian they arc matter of Comfort; and- if 
we ſcriouſly refle&t upon the nature of affliftions, 
we have juſt reaſon to count it' all Foy, when we fall 
into drivers temptations. But 

Secondly, from the con{ideration of Gods de- 
fign in expoſing us to afflictions. it will evidently 
appear, that whenſoever they befal us, if we re- 
fie& upon them duly as Chriſtians ſhould do, they 
afford. juſt matter of Joy and Conſolation. 

Afflictions are - often thus expreſſed by the 
name of Temptations, becauſe they arc tryals 
which God youchſafes us with a gracious inten- 
tion of promoting our adyantage: for cither he 
ſces ſomething in us which-ought to be corrected, 
and then God lays his heavy hand upon-us; in 
order to. make us refle&t upon our errors, and 
conſequently to qualifie our ſelves for pardon 
and forgiveneſs; or clic he has a mind to cxer- 
ciſe our faith and our patience, in order to fit us 
for the great recompence of reward; and: both 
of theſe defigns are fo very beneficial, that ' they 
are abundantly ſufficient to make us rejoyce,. in 
the midit of our troubles and atthctons. | 
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Firſt then, God 1s ſometimes pleaſed to chaſten 
and correct us, in order to our amendment. 

Whilſt all things go on ſucceſsfully with us, 
and we meet with no rubs in the courſe of our 
affairs, we arc apt to be careleſs and neglectful 
of our duty ;- but when 1t pleaſes God to awaken 
us by adverſity, we then begin to reflect upon 
our ways, to cxamin wherein we have offended, 
what particular tranſgreſſion God 1s viſiting us for, 
and what method we ſhould take tro regain his 
favour : It is good for me (ſays David that 1 have 
been afflited, that | might learn thy ftatutes ; © pi- 
ous as he was, and cautious of his war's, yet want- 
ed he ſometimes ſuch a ſevere Remembrancer ; 
Before 1 was afflified (ſays he) I went aſtray, but 
now 1 bave kept thy word: It is the natural effect 
of proſperity, to make us ſecure, #0 kick with Je- 
ſhurun, to be puftcd up and proud, and to ſay in 
our hearts who is the Lord 2 But when we arc cx« 
erciſed with tryals' and afflicions, then we are 
induced t0 call upon the Lord, and to get our ſelves 
#nto our Lord right humbly ; then we are for putting 
away the accurſed thing, tor parting with cvery 
thing that ſcrs us at enmity with him ; for devo- 
ting to the ſlaughter our darling Iniquities, for 
bringing forth his enemies, that would not have bim 
| reIgn: 


( 22 ) 
Yeign over them, and ſlaying them openty before 'his 
face : And this 15 one of the great ends. which 
God aims at by afflicting ; he does not delight to 
grieve the ſors of men, "he takes-no- pleaſure in.the 
miſeries of his Creatures ; but inflicts a leſs pw- 
niſhment to ſecure us from a greater, and chaftiſes 
us 1n mercy, to lead'us to Repenrance. - And how 
t<hcn-ſhould ;he rejoyce,” that is under theſe cira 
cumfſtances, when he contemplates upon the ten- 
derneſs which God expreſles herein ? how: oughit 
he to kiſs the Rod that is laid on with fo kind and - 
fatherly an mtention?- how chearfully ſhoald he 
endcavour to anſwer the bleſſed: end of his m- 
flictions, that ſo. God may be entreated t6 withilraw 
his heavy hand, who notwithſtatiding that he 
ſeems to hide his face from him, yet has not forgotten 
to be grations, nor has jbut up his loving kindneſs ih 
diſpleaſure. But ICDs 
Secondly, God: fonxetimes IS pleaſed rochaſten 
and corre& us, for the tryal of our Faich, and 
the exerciſe of our Patience. Its eafictopretend 
that we will rely uponi God, that we willputbur - 
whole truſt and confidence mhim, when nothing 
more is required to prove that we are real, but 
our own bare affirming that we are ſ0; it's cake 
to belicyc that God will teed and cltoath jus when 
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our Fanh 1s ſapported by a plentiful Eſtate ; it is 
eafre to believe that *God warches over us, when 
we enjoy the great advantages of health and pro- 
fperity ; but when God ſhall ſtrip us bare of all 
theſe comforts ; ' when hunger and nakednefs, and 
ſickneſs and adycriity beſet us round, then to 
have a Faith that 1s {tedfaſt aud unmovable in all 
thefe changes, this is pratſe-wotthr, and accepta- 
ble with God : we tnay think we arc willing to 
deperid uport him, but owr hearts which are deceit- 
ful above all things, may delude us; and we can- 
not 'be fufe-of otir own' Integrity, til} we have 

'throrgh a Tempration of this nature 3 he 
that has-pafſed this fiery Tryal, and has been thus 
"refined. 72 the furnace of adverſity, has then becn 
examined by the trucſt Touchſtone, and has ſuffi 
ently demonſtrated that his Faith is not counter- 
feit. Bur as aftliictions are ſent for the Tryals of 
our Faith, fo alſo are they for the exerciſe of our 
Patience : This 1s a Grace which can never be 
practiced bur in the rough Tempeſts of Advert 
& 5 1trppears (like the Rain-bow ) only in Storms; 
but is, hke that, a fign of Mercy, and the happy 
fore-runner of a Calm. When we are poflcfled 
of an influence of all things defirab!c, and have 
nortung cthat-pinches or contradicts out humour, 
it 
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it is cafic for us to comply with the will of God, 
becauſe we find it ſo conformable then with our 
own 5 it is caſic to be contented with the Divine 
diſpenſations, becauſe our affairs arc then carricd 
on, as if we our ſclycs. had the diſpoſal of them , 
bur to have our wills reſigned to Gods good plea- 
ſure, when thatthwarts all our Intereſts and all 
our Deſires ; to ſubmit chearfully to whatſoeyer 
he impoſes, how contrary ſocver to our own -In- 
clinations; this 1s ſuch a patience as becomes a 
Chriſtian, and which God will nor fail abundang- 
ly to reward : for this is another, of his defignsin 
viſiting us with afflictions, to.-wean us.tfrom our 
ſelves, to break our ſtubborn wills, and bend 
them to the yoak which he would .put upon us; 
and then he will take care, when this cnd is ob- 
tained, to make his yoke eafie and his burthen light, 
and” the brighteſt Crown of Glory ſhall be Soo 
ſet apart, to reward this faith and patience of the 
Saints. Theſe conſiderations of Gods gracious 
deſigns in all his Inflictions, cither to work our 
amendment by a ſenſe of our unworthineſs, or to 
cncreaſe our recompence for the exerciſe of treſh 
graces, ſhould buoy up our Spirits under all our 
Tribulations, and ſhould forcibly perfwade us t0 
count it all joy, when we fall into divers temptations. 
But, Third- 
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Thirdly and laſtly, From the conſideration of 
thoſe conſequences which attend our atflictions, 
:t will evidently appear, that whenſoever they be- 
fall us, if we meditate upon them duly as Chri 
{tians ſhould do,they afford us juſt matter of Joy 
and Conlvlation. 

A good Chriſtian is always bettered by afflicti- 
ons, he 1s improved by ſufferings, and made per- 
fect through tryals; he 1s purificd (like Gold, by 
paſling through the fire, his droſs 1s purged away, 
and his valuc made unqueitionavle : Pride, which 
was the deitruction of our humane Nature, can 
find no place in the nud(t of Sufferings ; and Hu- 
mility, which 15 the Ground work of all Chriſtian 
Graces, 13 molt ſucceſsfully advanced and culti- 
vated by them ; when the heart 1s made ſoft and 
tender by adverf{ity, then 1s our Charity moſt 
likely ro be enlarged, and we are never more apt 
ro compalliunate our Brethren, than when we our 
ſelves arc obyccts of Pity : This gives us a teilow- 
tceling of the muſcrics of others, and conyinces 
us how inhutmane 1 1s to be unatte&ted with 
them, by the {cnce which we have of the birter- 
nets of our own 7. This withdraws our dependance 
from the things of this worki, and makes us 
throw our ſclves tor ſuccour cnurcly upon Goo, 
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becauſe 1t gives us a ſenſible Experience, that he 
only is able to adminiſter Relief ; then 1s our 
hope moſt quick and lively, when it has fo large 
a ficld to range in, and that we find our ſelves 
poſlefied of nothing bur all things lye open to 
our cxpcctations ; then will the Fleſh be moſt 
manageable and ſubnuſſhye, when all the De- 
lIiz2hrts and Entertainmients of 1t arc utterly with- 
drawn ; then will the World be leaſt able to ſe- 
duce us, when we are leaſt involved in 1ts be- 
witching vanities, and molt fully eſtranged from 
Its invicing allurements : Thus will aflictions re- 
frain our Souls, and keep them low, even as a Child 
that is weaned from its Mother ; and a conſtant dif- 
poſition to Innocency and Purity, will be one 
happy conſequence of theſe Temptations. Bur a 
greater conſolation than any we haye mentioned, 
is the blefled reſult of theſe Calamities, and of 
that devour temper which 1s produced by them ; 
and that is the favour and protection of our God; 
if he takes away from us all other ſupports, it 1s 
that we mav fly ro him only for ſuccour and at- 
liſtance; and what can more fully recommend 
us to a merciful Creator, than a view of the mi- 
feries which his Creatures lye under, and that 


\ubmiſs frame of mind to which thoſe haye rc- 
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duced them ? they have had their evil things in 
this world, and therefore ſhall (like I azarus) be com- 
forted in the other 5 whiltt thoſe who (with the 
Rich Glutton ) had their good things here, have, 
unleſs they have uſed them with extraordinary 
care, the leſs to expect of happineſs hercafter. 
Bleſſed then are thoſe that mourn, for t ey ſhall be 
comforted ; their heavineſ” may endure for a night, 
but joy ſhall come to them in the morning ; they may 
ſow in tears, but they [h-ll reap in joy ; and he that 
now goes 0n his way weeping, and bears forth good 
ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with joy, and jhatl 
bring his ſheaves with him, Theſe Conſiderations 
therefore, of the happy conſequences which attend 
our afflictions, that they make us better in this 
world, and prepare us to be happier in the next, 
ſhould powerfully engage us to count it all. joy, 
when we fall into divers temptations. 

Let us ali then,in the name of God, whenever it 
ſhall pleaſe him to try us with afflictions, and par- 
ticularly in that heavy one which he has laid upon 
us at preſent,ſubmut to them with that willingnels 
and chcarſulneſs of Spirit, that becomes profetſors 
of our molt holyReligion  Ict us never be diutract- 
ed as the Natural man is, who being deſtitute of 
the helps of Grace and Religion, finds nothing 
in them bur ſorrow and diſtreſs ; bur let us con- 
{ider 
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{ſider rhat other things are expected from us, ſuita. 
ble ro the advantages we ſtand poſleſſed of: Let 
* us refle& upon the nature of them; as Chriſtians 
ſhould, © and} that under all. their ſfeyeral circum- 
ſtances, whether 1s of Reputation, of Riches, 
or of Liberty. cf our Fricnds, our Health, or Life 
it ſelf, and we ſhall find them to ve marter of Joy 
and Conſolation : Let us examin the deſign of 
Gods inflicting them, and w. alt fiad them dti- 
rccd to thoſe comfortavle ends, of our being ex- 
emplarily penitent in this wortd, and emineng 
happy in that which 15 co come : Let us reflect 
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on the conſcquences which neccflaily flow from 


them and they will appear co be theſe great ad- 
vantages of Conſtancy and Perietion 1n ail Chri 
{tian Dutics, and a reward proporticmable to ſuch 
performances : So ſhall we learn to value aiHlictions 
as wc ought. to {anctife and improve them to our 
comfort and advantageandto place them ainong(t 
the initanccs of Gods tayour and affetion 3 fo 
ſhall we be qualified ro count it all joy, when we fall 
into divers Temptations. Coniider what hath bcen 
faid, and the Lord give you a right Underftand- 
ng; To him, the Facher, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
tarce perſons but one God, be afcriacd all czonour, 
Power, M:ghc, Majeſty and Dominion, hencetorech 
and for cycrmors, Amen. 
FINIS. 
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